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Low-budget N.M. film creates horrific aftermath
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Wind
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BY JEFF BERG

sbauchery! Hedonisml Blasphamy!

Maked Mew Meaxicans! You will find

it all I one very entartaining and

uitra-low budget New Mexican film

(552 BE3.98 10 be exact), officially
banned-earfier this year by the Allen Theatra
chain, which operates nearly 100 mowa
screans throughout Mew Mexico:

“Too peltical,” explained Max Mitchall, the
director, writer and ¢o-producer of Harror in
the Wind In a recent Local i@ intenview, as the
reason why Allen Theatres officials refused to
publicly screen Mitchall's 85-minute featurs,

Tha filmmaker went on to nota that the
rmuttipes in Alamogordo, BuM. that s by
Allen, was, at the time, reportedty scresning
no less than seven films that featured viclence
as a major theme.

if you're not up an your New Mexican
gengraphy, the town of High Rells ewdsts in'the
“other” Mew Mexico, the one that exchudes
Santa Fe, Albuguergue and Tags. It isa “dot
on the map” of 8 town lecated in the sotthern
meuntaing of the state; approximataly 30
minutes away from Alamogardo,

Despite of the snub by Allen Theatres, Mitchall
wias guick o pont out that his supposedly
controversial movia could not have been made

anywhere alsa.

“it's aasier o maka movies {in New Mexicao)
than in L.A.." Mitchell noted in 2 sulbily
tongue-in-chesk manner. “\We did cpan

casting calls In Albuguerque-Santa Fe, Las
Crucas and Ruidess, and ended up with an’
entire cast of New Mexicans. Somecns even
lzaned us an arplane; and the staff at the
Dona Ara Community College (in Las Cruces)
couldn't have been more helphul,”

The concept that resuttad in Harror I the
Wing was Mitchall's idea from tha star. He
has made one fim praviously, Get Your Siuff;
an independent comedy about two gay men
who adopt a pair of strest-wisa kids.

“Two foster kids from hell®, the flmmaker
nated,

Mitchell added that, after the making of Gat
Your Stuff, he got 1o thinking that, since being
both gay and political.are major factorsin his
life, the roots of his story were established.
The resulting plat unfolds with wall-known
evangeiiste Pal Robertson and James Dobstr
hRaving recently been elected presidant and
vice-president, respectively. But meanwhils,
back in MNew Mexico, Ed-and Richard, two
award-winning researchers, have stumbled
acrossa formula that suppresses the saxual
urges of humans — something the nawly-
appointed leaders of the free word fake an
Interestin.

Ed and Richard’s formiula is stolen by the
American government before it Is complated.
The formula is subsequently spraved onto the
entire populace of the country via aiplans,
tuming all straight peaple into gay peopls, and
canverssly, ‘gay people, into straight people —
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Southemn Mew Mezican filmmaker Max Mitchell has the dublous distinction of having his latest film, Horror in the
Wind be banned by Allen Theatres as being “too political” The film will be screened at Guild Cinerna December 12
through 14

including Robeartsen, Dobsan, Ed and Richard,
Fromithat point.on, a decidedly casual chase
iz on to find-an antidote, yvet no one in tha film
seams to really mind being gay.

Co-produced by Dick-Weber, ne one Is safe
rom parody in Mitchell's film; everyone lakes a
hit, especially religious leaders and
stersotypical palitical hypacrites. One
pﬂmcmEu' character, Mitchell said, is based on

facth: mmwnagmduabamd preacher who

repm:a{ﬂym'ganfzadihemmngﬂn-taw
Foiter books a few years back.

- “He’s also burned bibles,” Mitchell purported.

Homrer i the Wind is by no means-a- movie
maant 1o be seen by the oiblcally sensitive,
nor these whe lack-a sense of humar; The
jokes In the film are dry and the palitical
edginess is painfully evident, In a ward, the
film s clever.

Blit for as much controversy that this film has
generated, It is Mitchell's next project that is
sure lo:stir Up even more-emotions among
refigious zealots. Mitchell said he and Weber
are cumently planning to make a movie with
the warking title Princess Diana Bible, which
Mitchell offered will be a new version of the
bible that includes The Gay Oid Tastament and
The Gay New Testament.

Although the titles might make the impending
two-part minl-series sound ke a musical
made in the 1830s, Mitchell ifted a subitle
eyebrow that indicated they will be anything
Bt




